Thus the first signs of failing heart can be detected long before the pulse or the cardiac sounds give any indication of it. Stimulation can then be begun before it is too late, and heart tonics should be administered just to that degree necessary to keep the blood-pressure higher than the pulse rate. Unless this can be done, recovery will seldom occur. If further research confirms these observations, a case will certainly have been made out for the use of the sphygmomanometer in pneumonia, and also for the use of copious stimulation, to which a few physicians still object.
